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Did You Know? 

Animals have a 
better immune 
system than 
humans. 

Antibiotics were 
initially used in 
livestock to 
promote growth. 

 

Because animal health is our health.  
It’s everyone’s health. 
By Brian Kanke, President of Zoo Pharma Dynamics 

The importance of animal health for our survival is on the level of 
water and oxygen.  Animal history examines the relationship between 
humans and other animals throughout time, exploring how animals 
have shaped human history and culture, and how humans have 
impacted animal lives. It’s a field that recognizes the 
interconnectedness of humans and other species, seeking to 
understand the past through an animal-centric lens.  

I believe humans have a much bigger impact on animals’ lives for both 
good and bad outcomes. We have unintentional impacts and 
intentional impacts. Throughout history humans have strived for 
modernization as animals were forced to modernize. Animals were 
never meant to be modernized. The animal was perfectly designed to 
survive from natural things from the landscape. The landscape was 
never meant to change except for natural occurrences. The World 
Health Organization likes to blame zoonoses for most disease 
outbreaks in humans. I would argue that humans caused the 
zoonoses effect. Animal diseases, particularly zoonotic ones have 
seen a significant increase in emergence and spread over the past 25 
years. Human sickness, particularly in the form of infectious disease, 
has increased globally in the last 25 years. The unintentional impacts 
humans have on the landscape, which is where the animal survives 
and produces offspring to keep the circle of life in full swing has had 
detrimental effects. We have shrunk the animal’s territory, we have 
filled the landscape with chemicals, we are producing genetically 
modified crops, and we introduced antibiotics to animals. Animals 
were not designed for medicine. As the saying goes, once on 
medicine, always on medicine. Animals have highly effective defense 
systems against microbial invasions, employing both physical barriers 
and specialized immune cells to protect themselves. Animals have a 
unique immune system with a variety of bacteria to keep healthy in 
conjunction with their ability to source a healthy diet. I am not against 
medicine for animals, but it must be used as sparingly as possible. 
Some of the medicines destroy their natural immune  
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and it never comes back to 100%. We just handicapped the animal going forward which will 
transfer to its offspring from inadequate colostrum. We must learn to manage the diet by making 
it as healthy as possible and allowing the animal to utilize its immune system to navigate 
sickness. The intentional impact has caused a decline in animal health. Antibiotics started to be 
used in the 1950’s and not for sickness. Antibiotics were introduced to animals to speed up 
growth and it’s been a battle ever since. I was told if I wanted to grow up big and strong, was to 
eat healthy food as there was no magic pill.  

“The widespread use of antibiotics in livestock began around the 1950’s. The Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) approved the first antibiotics for use in animal feed in 1951, initially based 
on studies showing they promoted growth in chicken, pigs, and other livestock. The use of 
antibiotics in animal feed was also linked to increased feed efficiency. However, from the mid-
1950’s onwards, agricultural antibiotic uses also triggered increasing conflicts about drug 
residues and antimicrobial resistance (AMR).” 

We must get our animals back to natural healthy diets free from chemicals, free from genetically 
modified feed and away from unnatural supplements. We can grow and harvest enough animals 
per year without the extras.  

We as humans have destroyed our diets and we have never been unhealthier as a society with 
medicine being used at astronomical levels. In the 70s, 80s, 90s, the TV was full of junk food 
commercials, “Twinkies, Cheetos, Lay’s Chips, etc.” The junk food suppliers don’t have to 
advertise anymore because humans are hooked. The commercials now are Drug Commercials 
to medically treat you from your bad eating habits. We can save ourselves and save the animals 
at the same time. We stop eating junk food and we stop giving our animals junk food.  

Some may argue we must be able to produce and therefore these additives are needed for 
supply and demand. We do need to produce and meet supply and demand. Humans can make 
a positive intentional impact by changing our diet back to healthy portions of beef, swine, 
chicken, turkey, goat, venison, fowl, and fish. If you are getting quality protein, you don’t eat as 
much and therefore you are much healthier. We can balance our diet to a healthy level at the 
same time as getting the animals back to a healthy diet and it will balance supply and demand. 
Change must be made to ensure a healthy future for humans and animals. 

Zoo Pharma Dynamics is a pharmacognosy research and development company. We focus on 
taking natural extracts from the landscape and formulate them with vitamins and minerals to 
treat zoonotic disease while not destroying the animal’s immune system. Nature is its own best 
antibiotic. 

Let’s all eat healthier, humans and animals, focus on natural ingredients, get away from our 
dependence on medicine and processed foods. The use of medicine should be expected in our 
senior years not in our early teens.         


